
Waddesdon Church of England School 
 

Religious Studies 
 

 
The Religious Studies Department at Waddesdon Church of England School is successful and 
dynamic.  We are a team dedicated to ensuring that each pupil achieves his/her potential and 
develops a profound understanding of religious, moral and spiritual concepts and issues. 
 
All students in Key Stage 3 receive 1 lesson of RS a week.  GCSE courses begin in Year 9, in line 
with the school’s accelerated curriculum and all students take the full course GCSE examination, 
which has been very successful.  We follow the AQA B course and students do the two papers:  
‘Religion and Life Issues’ and ‘Philosophical Investigations’.  At A Level, students study Philosophy 
and Ethics.  This is a well-established course with consistently high results. 
 
The Scheme of Work aims to deepen the students’ understanding of the Christian faith.  At the same 
time an open-minded approach is encouraged through the exploration of a variety of religious 
traditions including Islam, Buddhism and Hinduism.  Learners are encouraged to express both their 
own ideas and relate the ideas of others to themselves through evaluation.  Consideration of moral 
codes is another major theme of the entire Scheme of Work. 
 
The Department is well resourced with a wide variety of up-to-date textbooks for all levels.  
Classrooms have projectors, television, DVD player and a varied collection of DVDs.  Religious 
Studies is taught in three classrooms. 
 
We are a dynamic department, constantly evaluating our practice and reflecting on strategies for 
further improving the learning experiences and chances of the students.  The teaching was judged 
‘Outstanding’ by a recent SIAMS inspection (see website for details) and the department was 
described thus: 
 

The effectiveness of the religious education is outstanding 

 
Religious studies at Waddesdon are a beacon of outstanding teaching and learning. As a 
result of expert teaching by talented subject specialists, students are inspired and 
motivated to learn. One confirmed this by stating ‘I don’t want RS lessons to end.’ RS 
gives students vital life skills. The ability to discuss, debate, agree and to disagree well, 
feature in many lessons. Students from different year groups give a consistent message 
that they like the challenge of the subject, the skill with which the different teachers deliver 
learning and the fact that RS ‘helps us find ourselves as we grow up’. 

 
 
The RS Department plays a major role in contributing to the whole-school expression of an ethos of 
dignity and respect for all, and an awareness of the spiritual and moral values pertaining to all 
aspects of life.  We are a happy team and look forward to meeting you and working with you. 
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